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The most theatrical of arts inspires the most visionary fashion designers to create extraordinary

costumes for extraordinary productions: a glorious book for fashionistas and opera fans. Fashion

and opera are natural arenas for collaboration. In 2009Ã¢â‚¬â€œ2010 alone, Viktor & Rolf, Miuccia

Prada, Emanuel Ungaro, and Christian Lacroix made successful sorties as costumers for operas in

New York, Baden-Baden, Naples, and Berlin. In this sumptuous new book, leading figures in the

world of fashionÃ¢â‚¬â€¢ Giorgio Armani, Marc Bohan, Christian Lacroix, Karl Lagerfeld, Ottavio

and Rosita Missoni, Miuccia Prada, Zandra Rhodes, Emanuel Ungaro, Gianni Versace, and Viktor &

RolfÃ¢â‚¬â€¢are profiled, together with illustrations of their costume designs. Helena

MatheopoulosÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s interviews with many of the designers illuminate the journey that led each

to the opera and the challenges of working in a demanding new medium. Costume designs for

many well-loved operasÃ¢â‚¬â€¢including Don Giovanni, Lucia di Lammermoor, Carmen, Aida,

ThaiÃ‚Â¨s, Agrippina, Cosi` fan tutte, Attila, and The Magic FluteÃ¢â‚¬â€¢are featured. The opera

houses commissioning the costume designs include La Scala, the Metropolitan Opera, the

TheÃ‚Â´a^tre Royal de la Monnaie, the Are`nes de Ni^mes, the Royal Opera House in Covent

Garden, and the San Diego Opera, among many others. Hundreds of color illustrations include

original designersÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ sketches, photographs of the finished costumes, and images of the

actual productions, many of which feature breathtaking stage sets as well. 195 full-color and 7

black-and-white illustrations
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“Presents more than 200 images, including a trove of sketches.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - Los Angeles

TimesÃ¢â‚¬Å“The images are fantastic. . . . you get the feeling some of the designers would prefer

this work to their real jobs.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - BostonHerald.comÃ¢â‚¬Å“What makes Fashion Designers at

the Opera particularly winning is the designersÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ unanimous enthusiasm.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - Opera

NewsÃ¢â‚¬Å“[This book] is a tome bursting with inspired costumes designed for the

worldÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s best stages by fashion bigwigs. It is illustrated with scores of luscious original

sketchesÃ¢â‚¬Â¦and dazzling performance photos.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - Design New England

Helena Matheopoulos, a former fashion editor of Tatler and a regular contributor to The Times

(London), Gramophone, and Opera Now, has also published several books on opera, including

Placido Domingo, Diva: The New Generation, and Fashion Designers at the Opera. She lives in

London.

This book did not cover what I anticipated. The designers were/are all renown but the scope of what

was included was limited - from my point of view. I was hoping for more coverage, additional

designers, designers not necessarily known for their experience or expertise in the world of opera.

The book is presented in an artistic way,.. it is just not what I expected. It has found a place in my

library of costume design.

For the professional costume designer or someone who appreciates the visual beauty of the opera,

this book will be a feast for the eyes.

Pulls back the curtain on the collaborations between opera and couture fashion designers, complete

with behind-the scenes photographs, sketches and anecdotes.
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